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Flashback: The Last Time A Redistricting Amendment Was Proposed Goo-Goos Pounced

By Nick Reisman 
March 2, 2012 at 1:12 pm
Way back in those heady days of 2011, Senate Republicans proposed an amendment to the Constitution that would create an independent system of redistricting. 

The good-government groups pounced, saying it was a faux reform measure that wouldn’t take effect until 2022. Now, we’re on the verge of another independent redistricting amendment that wouldn’t take practical hold for another decade. A year later, Gov. Andrew Cuomo couldn’t get Senate Republicans and Assembly Democrats to go along with creating an independent process for redrawing legislative and Congressional boundaries.

Now, some good-government groups point to the political realities of not being able to get an independent panel this year, which makes the deal cutting necessary in order to achieve an independent process down the road.

Minority groups, meanwhile, are deeply dissatisfied with the maps and plan to protest the “set back in civil rights” according to a City and State tweet. 

Update: I’m reminded that Common Cause has charted the course away from calling for a deal and wants the courts to take on the redistricting load. 
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